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EDITORS NOTE

Kids Day is coming up fast! The Open
House is on Saturday, July 17" from
10am til 2pm. We need an item or
items for a Chance Drawing! Publicity
has been sent out to all of our business
partners, radio, TV & newspapers.
Different Yahoo railroad & model
railroad groups have also been notified.
Flyers are available for members to put
up anywhere and everywhere you can
think of. Please help out with this
important task. We will also need
volunteers to help run the trains and
answer visitor questions.

Sincerely, Rich Henderson

PRESIDENTS MESSAGE

Welcome to summer!

Y ou may recall my last column
encouraged some railfanning. I took
my own advice and did just that. No, it
wasn’t a quick trip to Grafton after
dinner in hopes of seeing something
(anything) moving. This was the Real
Deal. Keith, Jim, and I went to
Fostoria, Ohio a couple of weeks ago
and saw 23 trains on Friday and 35 on
Saturday. For those who don’t know,
Fostoria has three sets of double track
diamonds plus another single crossing
on some interchange tracks. The area
known as “The Iron Triangle” is
formed by two CSX routes (former
B&O east-west and C&O north-south)
and a Norfolk Southern main (nee:
NKP). Autoracks, double stacks,
trailers, roadrailers, solid trains of
ethanol tankers, and even a garbage
train rolled by time after time, usually

only minutes apart. This junction is
not controlled by some distant
dispatcher, either. F Tower sits by the
B&O / C&O crossing and is staffed
around the clock by an operator
manning several computers. While
there is no way to get close to it without
a visit from the CSX Police, it is nice to
hear “CSX Operator F Tower” on the
scanner and know the craft is not dead.
Summer also means “Kid’s Day”, and
our club is participating again this year.
Work is progressing on scenery right
now, I think the public will enjoy
seeing the progress, and it will
probably entice them to come back
later in the year at open house time.

I know we’re not even to Independence
Day yet, but I would be remiss not to
point out that Labor Day at Rowlesburg
is about two months away. It is time to
get the modules tuned up and ready for
this important trip. Please, if at all
possible schedule part of the weekend
for transportation and staffing. We
may even see a few trains, although
nothing like Fostoria.

Summer is not traditionally thought of
as “model railroad season”, but we can
still get a lot done in between working
outside, vacation, and cook-outs.

Your President, Gary Deavers

SCHEDULE

July 1, 2010
Business Meeting

July 17,2010
Kid’s Day
Open House
10am til 2pm

August 5, 2010
Business Meeting

September 2, 2010
Business Meeting

Sept. 4, 5, & 6, 2010
Rowlesburg
Labor Day Celebration

October 7, 2010
Business Meeting
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MINUTES
of the

JUNE BUSINESS
MEETING

June 4, 2010

Regular Business Meeting called to
order at 7:30 by Gary Deavers,
President. Four officers, one guest and
seven members were in attendance.

Rick Felton, a guest, presented a scale
locomotive drawing to the club and
gave a nice talk to the members.

The minutes of the May 2010 meeting
were then approved by a motion and
seconded.

The Treasurer’s Report: A detailed
and comprehensive Treasurer’s report
was submitted by Keith DeVault with
an ending balance of $1,735.14. The
CD is $1803.67.

Committee Reports:
Caboose committee: No action
Ad Car Committee: No action.

DCC Improvement Committee: Lew is
still working on the DCC dual
programming track. Bill is putting
together a DC power pack to use with
the Programming track for testing and
analyzing DC locos prior to adding
DCC. Lew donated the components,
mostly new and unused, for this power
pack.

Old Business

Pulpwood cars: No new action. Mike
will have a work session on Tuesday at
7 pm.

(Unfinished business from May: By-
laws. Rich raised the question of the
officer’s terms under the new
constitution. This discussion was
tabled for the June meeting because of
the late hour.)

New Business:

Mike made the motion to buy a new
can of earth color paint. The motion
passed unanimously. Mike also
amended his motion to include
purchasing several cans of green spray
paint. Motion passed unanimously.

Kids Day: Rich has written the press
release and public service information.
The club needs something to raffle off
for kids day. Some discussion on food
preparation resulted in agreement by
the members to keep the menu light
and inexpensive.

Modules: Steve Raque asked if anyone
has a leftover piece of 7 or 9 ply
cabinet grade hardwood plywood to
make module ends for two modules.
Gary suggested that the two modules
could be used to represent the yards at
Rowlesburg, the M&K junction or
tower at Rowlesburg.

Membership: Rich presented Chuck
Fink’s application and the membership
voted him in.

Rowlesburg: Jim mentioned that he
met with Tim Weaver and there may be
a change in venue for the exhibit. We
may be asked to set up in a new
building this year. Tim is waiting for a
response from the club to a request he
made. Unfortunately, no one
remembers what that request is about.

Nemacolin Woodlands is expecting
that our club will upgrade their HO

layout.

Meeting adjourned at 7:45 pm

Addendum

The next train show at Timonium is
June 26 and 27, 2010

MAY FINANCIAL
REPORT

May 1, 2010

Beginning Balance: $ 2271.3B

Expenses

Rent:June § 265.00
Allegheny Power: $ 4093
Insurance Liability $ 230.26
Total Expenses $ 536.19
Income:

Total Income $ .00

Balanceasof 5/31/2010 $ 173514

Bank Certificate value: $180367

Keith DeVault, Treasurer

OPERATING SESSIONS

by Gary Deavers

A POSSIBLE OPERATING
SCHEME...

Remember our January 1% operating
session? With a full staff of operators,
yardmasters, and train crews it was
quite a time. However, a couple of
follow-up sessions did not pan out
well, mostly due to low attendance
(one caused by weather). Staging all
of those scheduled trains and running
them on time with too few people
involves more work than fun. Indeed,
a glance at our timetable shows a lot of
scheduled trains between 9am and 4pm
and nothing any other time of day. No
overnight passenger train. No reefer
block bound for a morning termination
in Baltimore — nothing! I would
propose that for sessions not likely to
be well attended we change day to
night. Thatis, 10:15 am becomes
10:15 pm and Noon becomes
Midnight. We could run a

scheduled train or two, and fill out

the time with extras. Railroads worked
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OPERATING SESSION
Continued from Page 2

a lot of their warehouse district turns at
night so cars would be in place for the
business day. The same applies to
pulling and placing at mines. Our
largest industries would probably
require night as well as day service.
Don’t forget that a lot of train order
offices closed at night, so conductors
would get orders directly from the
dispatcher or another open office via
telephone. A prototypical method for
handling low staffing!

Think about it.

LAYOUT UPDATE

Jim Kubanick and his team have
completed the screen wire & plaster on
the upper half of the big curved
mountain near the entrance. Masonite
has been attached and painted blue in
preparation for clouds and painted
backdrop.

Michael Hohn and his group continue
on the scenery above the old helix
loop. The plaster rocks have been
attached extending the length of
limestone strata. Painted land forms
continue to be added along with
ground foam and dirt. Trees are just
about ready to be added.

Rich Henderson and his team have just
about finished with the coal mining
town. Grass, bushes and the dirt road
have been completed from the coal
mine to the top of the hill. Trees and
some people are now in place.

Come on down, see what’s happening,
talk with some old friends, make some
new ones and join in the fun.

REMINDERS

The club has a magazine & book
library for your enjoyment and to build
your knowledge of model & real
railroading. Mike Hohn cleaned, sorted
and organized the clubs library last
Fall. When you are down at the club
why not take a look.

We have business cards that you may
take and pass out to friends, co-workers
and others who might be interested in
visiting the club and/or becoming new
members. Why not pick up a few and
help spread the word of the clubs
existence.

The club has two (2) additional internet
sites to help promote the club and to
inform members of what is going on
with your organization. Besides the
website, we have a Yahoo group and a
facebook page. All three site addresses
are listed in every newsletter just under
the club “OFFICERS” section. Feel
free to join both groups!

NEW MEMBERS

Last but not least, I would like to
welcome our two newest members,
Rodney Grimes and Chuck Fink. 1
know everyone has talked with them
over the last few months, but I just
want to encourage you make them feel
welcome and help get the new guys
involved. Welcome guys! It is your
club and we need your help to make it
the best model railroad group in West
Virginia! We all depend on each other,
so get involved. Spread the word,
model railroading is here to stay in
Morgantown.

FOR
PROGRESS

Mon Valley
Railroad Club
OFFICERS

President
Gary Deavers
304-363-9342
oprfairmont@hotmail.com

Vice President
Frank Benders
304-296-2318

fbenders@comecast.net

Secrdary
Lew Matt
1-724-499-5376
Imatt@windstream.net

Treasurer
Keith DeVault
304-599-5261
devaultkj@verizon.net

Member at Large
Rich Henderson
304-276-1046
trainman430@comcast.net

Our club website:
http://w ww.mvrrc .org

Our club Yahoo site:
http://groups.yahoo.com/
group/MVRRC/

Our club facebook page:
http://www.facebook.com/
pages/Mon-Valley-Railroad-
Club/170554807503
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