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EDITORS NOTE

Just a note to let all members know
that our web master, Eric Hansmann
has uploaded the newly approved
Constitution & Bylaws to the clubs
website. A new membership roster has
also been added. The club web
address is: www.mvrrc.org. Once on
the website click on “Member Info”
and scroll down. The files are just
below the newsletters.

Sincerely, Rich Henderson

PRESIDENTS MESSAGE

Another MCR Convention is past, and
our friends in Division 9 did a fantastic
job. I was one of eight of our local
number in attendance (plus a couple of
spouses) in Charleston. Thursday
evening saw me working as “Trick
Dispatcher” on Bob Weinheimer’s
Pennsylvania Southern under the
direction of “Chief Dispatcher” Russ
Miller. There were eight or ten other
guys there, and we moved a lot of
trains in a three hour session.

Friday included several clinics and an
unforgettable trip to Beckley’s
Exhibition Coal Mine. Seriously, if
you have never been there and aren’t
afraid of dark and confined places, you
owe it to yourself to go. You will gain
a whole new appreciation for the men
and women who go down daily and dig
the coal that keeps our lights on.

I elected to forgo the New River tour
Saturday and take in clinics all day —
including ones put on by our own
Keith Devault and Eric Hansmann.
These talks always provide education

and entertainment. Other clinics were
“here’s how I built my layout” talks,
which are inspirational. I hit two
layouts on the Sunday tour — a long
side trip to Lin Young’s Grafton and
Greenbrier in Gallipolis, Ohio dictated
I would be coming home up the Ohio
River.

Yes, these conventions really can
energize you. While I haven’t been
able to do much around the club so far
this year, I have been working on the
home layout for a few hours a week.
Seeing how other modelers work
should leave you with an “I can try that,
too” attitude. It is also rewarding to
have others look at your own work in
the same light.

Memorial Day is almost here and that
kicks off the “summer season”. While
not a traditional model railroad season,
I find myself doing more in the summer
than years past. [ know Steve is
looking forward to taking a break from
teaching and working on his P&LE. It
took a while to figure it out, but I
learned that with just a little time
management (turn the $%*@#
television off) I can take care of my
yard work and make progress on my
railroad(s).

I would encourage you to do the same
thing. Get out and do a little
railfanning. The aroma of diesel and
creosote alone should be good enough
to get you going. Visit a hobby shop.
If nothing else, lay in some supplies for
fall and winter.

Final note: a glass of iced tea and a
patio chair is a great place to read the
latest railroad magazine.

Your President, Gary Deavers

SCHEDULE

June 3, 2010
Business Meeting

July 1, 2010
Business Meeting

July 17,2010
Kid’s Day
Open House
10am til 2pm

August 5, 2010
Business Meeting

September 2, 2010
Business Meeting

Sept. 4, 5, & 6, 2010
Rowlesburg
Labor Day Celebration
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MINUTES

of the
MAY BUSINESS MEETING

BOD meeting convened at 7:15. Votes
for the Constitution changes were
counted and certified to be 20 yeas, no
nea and 7 abstentions for a total of 27.

Regular Business Meeting called to
order at 7:30 by Gary Deavers,
President. Five officers and fourteen
members were in attendance.

The minutes of the April 2010 meeting
were corrected to reflect the date to
read April instead of March. Jon Hebb
noted that his first name is spelled J-O-
N not John and was so noted. The
minutes with the amendments were
then approved by a motion and
seconded.

The Treasurer’s Report: A detailed
and comprehensive Treasurer’s report
was submitted by Keith DeVault with
an ending balance of $2,271.33. Keith
noted that the Liability Insurance is due
on May 27,2010. (Mike Hohn
questioned that Chuck Fink has paid
his dues and initiation fee but has not
been to a business meeting to be
inducted. Lew mentioned that Chuck
Fink is a conductor on NS and works
evenings.)

Committee Reports:

Caboose committee: Lew Matt
showed three cabooses under
construction that represent the three
types approved by the membership.
The cars are in the construction stage
and not finished. Four cars of each
style will be built and painted. The
membership approved a motion by Jim
Kubanick to follow the general
prototype’s color scheme, using
(Floquil) Caboose Red The
committee is waiting for the lettering
designs to be forwarded to Lew Matt.

Constitution Committee: President
Deavers announced that the ballots
were counted and the constitution

revision is now accomplished. The

ballot sheets were available for member
inspection. Rich Henderson reported
that since the Constitution has been
adopted the bylaws would be reviewed
under new business.

Ad Car Committee: Rich Henderson
reported that Sherrie Higginbotham-
Butchko Auctioneers paid for their Ad
car and that Hastings Funeral Home
paid the remaining money due for their
Ad car.

DCC Improvement Committee Lew
Matt is working on the DCC dual
programming track. Lew will lend the
club an NCE, 3 amp., DCC system to
use with Jon Hebb’s computer system
for programming and consisting locos
separately from the layout. The existing
program track will remain where it is.
Scott Chervenick will provide the
appropriate wiring for the new
programming track.

Old Business

Pulpwood cars: There are now five (5)
pulpwood cars on the layout. Mike
Hohn scheduled two workshops at the
club to build pulpwood cars. The next
scheduled session is Tuesday, May 11,
2010 at 7 pm. Special positive note
was made of eleven year old Gregory
Malnikoff’s interests and abilities in
regard to building the cars.

President Gary Deevers noted that he
turned in the warranty card for the new
Y 6b locomotive that the club won in
the BLI contest.

New Business:

By Laws: Rich Henderson read the by-
law revision he had sent out by e-mail.
The members present reviewed the
suggested changes line by line to
clarify and reconstruct the articles
where needed. Rich will correct and
rewrite the bylaws and redistribute.
Mike Hohn made a motion to accept
the by-laws as written with all the
changes and modifications, Shawn
Jones seconded the motion and it was
approved by a vote of 12 to 2. Rich
raised the question of the officer’s

terms under the new constitution. This
discussion was tabled for the June
meeting because of the late hour.

St. George Yard: There was a lively
discussion of whether St. George
should be staging or redistribution.
Several opinions were voiced but no
motion or action was presented.

Meeting adjourned at 8:40 pm
Submitted by Lew Matt, Secretary
(The Mid-Atlantic Narrow Gauge
Modelers meet will be held at
Kimberton (Valley Forge area) May 21
and 22, 2010. Contact Lew Matt

Imatt@windstream.net for more
information.)

APRIL FINANCIAL
REPORT

April 1, 2010

Beginning Balance: $ 23B3.D

Expenses
Rent: April $ 265.00
Allegheny Power: $ 4072
Lew Matt - Postage $ 15.25
Total Expenses $ 320.97
Income:
Dues Paid: Hohn $50.00
Hebb $24.00
Grimes $55.00
Awaiting Aproval - Fink $55.00
Hastings Ad car Balance $5.00
Higginbotham-Butchko Ad  $30.00
Donations from Caboose $40.00
Total Income $ 259.00

Balance asof 4/30/2010 $ 227133
Bank Certificate value: $180367

Liability Insurance Due $230.26
On May 27, 2010

Keith DeVault, Treasurer
Page 2



LAYOUT UPDATE

Work continues on the layout. Jim
Kubanick and his team consisting of
Tom Kirby, Scott Chervenick, Lou
Lemelle and others are hard a work.
Screen wire has been added to the big
curved mountain near the entrance.
Plaster dipped paper towels are now
starting to cover the screening to create
the basic land. Masonite has been
attached to the divider and painted blue
in preparation for clouds and painted
backdrop.

Michael Hohn and his group, Jon
Hebb, Dave Hines, John Lindsay and
others continue on the scenery above
the old helix loop. Michael has poured
some new plaster rocks using the
rubber molds and attached them in
several places adding to the length of
limestone strata. Paper, plaster and
Styrofoam land forms continued to be
added. Rock and ground are being
painted in anticipation of grass, trees
and other details.

Rich Henderson and his team, Dave
Hines and John Lindsay, continue to
stretch the Styrofoam from the coal
mining town toward Wilson Mill’s.
The road from the coal mine will now
travel up past the mining town, across
the hill and slip down and around the
backside of the hill disappearing into
the forest. The hidden road will
connect with a brick paved road that
will enter the town of Wilson Mill’s.
Brick paved roads were common in
West Virginia from the early 1900's.
Most have been covered over with
black top today, however, a few are
still in use right here in Morgantown.
Sculptamold is being used for the basic
covering of the hills and road area.

It will then be painted a ground color
and grass, trees and other details added.
Painted trees are going in behind some
of the coal mine homes and Woodland
Scenic trees, and others will add to the
rural setting.

Come on down, see what’s happening,
talk with some old friends, make some
new ones and join in the fun. We have
had a good turn out every Thursday
evening. At least a dozen or more
members have been helping out with all
the work. Join us for a hot cup of
coffee, good conversation and get your
hands a little dirty as we continue to
build our layout.

REMINDERS

The club has a magazine & book
library for your enjoyment and to build
your knowledge of model & real
railroading. Mike Hohn spent many
weeks last Fall cleaning, sorting and
organizing the clubs library. When you
are down at the club why not take a
look.

We have business cards that members
may take and pass out to friends, co-
workers and others who might be
interested in visiting the club and/or
becoming new members. Why not pick
up a few and help spread the word of
the clubs existence.

The club has two (2) additional internet
sites to help promote the club and to
inform members of what is going on
with your organization. Besides the
website, we have a Yahoo group and a
facebook page. All three site addresses
are listed in every newsletter just under
the club “OFFICERS” section. Feel
free to join both groups!

Lastly, we are moving into the busy
time of year for the club. July starts us
off with the Kids Day open house and
things speed up from then on. Please
help out in any way that you can with
our groups activities. We depend on
members to spread the word by passing
our flyers for our events. The
newspaper and radio only go so far.

Mon Valley
Railroad Club
OFFICERS

President
Gary Deavers
304-363-9342
oprfairmont@hotmail.com

Vice President
Frank Benders
304-296-2318

fbenders@comecast.net

Secrdary
Lew Matt
1-724-499-5376
Imatt@windstream.net

Treasurer
Keith DeVault
304-599-5261
devaultkj@verizon.net

Member at Large
Rich Henderson
304-276-1046
trainman430@comcast.net

Our club website:
http://w ww.mvrrc .org

Our club Yahoo site:
http://groups.yahoo.com/
group/MVRRC/

Our club facebook page:
http://www.facebook.com/
pages/Mon-Valley-Railroad-
Club/170554807503
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